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ABSTRACT: 

Sports journalism is an essential part of every news media firm. It is a kind of journalism that 
focuses on sports-related topics and events. Journalistic reporting on athletic events and events is 
known as sports journalism. A crucial component of many news media organizations is sports 
journalism. Sports have been the subject of writing in some form since competition began. In 1954, 
Sports Illustrated debuted in print. Sports Illustrated was founded by Henry Lucre, who felt that the 
established publishers at the time were underutilizing the public's great appetite for sports. Given that 
sports have become more significant than just a form of entertainment across the world, the sports 
sections of today's newspapers probably get the largest viewership of any section Our population has 
increased their interest in gaming, sports, and physical activity since the past. The lack of high-
caliber publications, particularly in Indian languages, is a concerning element in Indian sports 
writing. A few English publications serve the needs of sports enthusiasts, but the number of 
instructive and instructional journals in Indian languages is shockingly small. It is a type of 
journalism that covers sports-related subjects and activities. Sports journalism focuses on covering 
news and events in both amateur and professional sports. Sports writers are employed by all forms of 
media, including print, broadcasting, television, and the internet. For the future of sports journalism, 
there are a variety of courses available in India and around the world.  
KEY WORDS: Sports journalism, Print media, Television media, Broadcasting & internet, Sports 
Science.  
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power 
to unite people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand. Sport 
can create hope where once there was only despair.-.Nelson Mandela 

 A vital component of any news media organization is sports journalism. It is a type of 
journalism that covers sports-related subjects and activities. Sports coverage has become more 
significant as sport has become more lucrative, powerful, and influential, despite the sports 
department in some newspapers being mockingly referred to as the "toy department" since sports 
journalists don't care about the important themes covered by the news desk. Sports journalism refers 
to writing on events and topics in the sporting world 

Sports journalism focuses on covering news and events in both amateur and professional 
sports. Sports writers are employed by all forms of media, including print, broadcasting, television, 
and the internet. Like other reporters, sports journalists must locate the story on their own rather than 
relying just on information provided to them by a sports club, organization, or coaching staff.  

The current controversy over professional athletes' pay, the use of anabolic steroids and other 
illegal performance-enhancing substances, and the cost to local and national governments of building 
sports facilities and related infrastructure, particularly for the Olympic Games, demonstrate that 
sports can still make headlines. 

 
MEANING OF SPORTS JOURNALISM: 

Sports journalism is a form of writing that reports on matters pertaining to sporting topics and 
competitions. As a sports journalist, you can expect a variety of job duties such as reporting game 
statistics, interviewing coaches and players and offering game commentary. You can work in a 
variety of media, including radio, television and print.  
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Sports journalism is a form of writing that reports on sporting topics and competitions. Sports 
journalism is the essential element of many news media organizations. 

 
HISTORY OF SPORTS JOURNALISM: 

Since the beginning of competition, writers have written about sports in some capacity. The 
earliest documented example of sports journalism can be found in Homer's 850 B.C.E. account of the 
first wrestling match to end in a tie, in which Achilles triumphantly raised the hands of both Ajax 
and Odysseus. Early Greek writers recorded wrestling, throwing, boxing, and racing among other 
sports. Although sports writing has been around for a while, it has just recently become more 
common. American writers started writing only about sports in the middle of the 1800s, although 
there weren't many of them. Modern sports journalism finds its roots as content started to appear in 
newspapers in the early 1800s. Boxing and horse racing were briefly included in the beginning of the 
sports. Newspapers' main audience throughout the 1820s and 1830s was the social elite because it 
was too expensive for the average person to purchase. As the 19th and 20th centuries drew near, a 
number of significant events happened that contributed to the increased saturation of sports 
journalism in the general media. 

As technology advanced, new innovations like radio, television, and the internet appeared. 
The emphasis of sports coverage evolved from play-by-play analysis to game analysis based on 
statistics and individual profiles. Sports Illustrated was first published in 1954. Henry Lucre, who 
believed that the established publishers at the time were not utilizing the public's enormous thirst for 
sports, was the creator of Sports Illustrated. 

 
SPORTS JOURNALISM IN INDIA: 

The establishing of the National Institute of Sports, the Sports Council of India, and the 
Sports Authority of India are all examples of the new trend. Sports have been made a required topic 
in schools in a number of Stats, and some of them have even created sports schools and dormitories. 

In today's newspapers, sports articles have gained enormous popularity. The sports sections 
of current newspapers likely get a wider audience than any other section since sports throughout the 
world have grown more important than only as a form of entertainment. Readers are thus seeking an 
increasing amount of reading material on sporting events. Compared to before, our people are now 
more interested in games, sports, and athletic activities. The hitherto tepid interest of the government 
in sports has also significantly increased.  

 
The Development and Importance of Sports Journalism: 

Sports journalism is highly specialized and requires specialist knowledge, but the disciplines 
and practices employed by a sports journalist do not differ greatly from those of a standard journalist. 
It is hardly surprising that the route into working in sports journalism is the same as that of any other 
form of journalism, training takes place either on site (most usually on a local newspaper) or through 
a formal course. 

 
Growth of Indian Sports Journalism: 

Sports journalism in India has grown recently, nevertheless. In the early years of 
independence, it generally developed in a highly noticeable way. There were hardly any regular 
sports pages in many publications before that.   

    The first noteworthy development in India's history of sports journalism was the 
establishment of a sports section by a prestigious English daily in Bombay in the late 1930s.    
However, a disconcerting aspect of Indian sports writing is the dearth of quality publications, 
particularly in Indian languages. There are a few English periodicals that cater to sports fans' 
interests, but the number of informative and educational journals in Indian languages is appallingly 
low. 
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Sports Journalism Organizations: 
  Most countries have their own national association of sports journalists. Many sports also 
have their own clubs and associations for specialist journalists. These organizations tend not to 
operate as trade unions, but do attempts to maintain the standard of press provision at sports venues, 
oversee fair accreditation procedures and to celebrate high standards of sports journalism.  

The International Sports Press Association, AIPS, was founded in 1924 during the Olympic 
Games in Paris, at the headquarters of the Sporting Club de France, by Frantz Raichel, the press chief 
of the Paris Games, and the Belgian, Victor Boin. 

 
Education and Career Opportunities: 

To become a sports journalist, you should plan to complete a post-secondary program in the 
journalism field. All journalists and reporters are typically required to have at least a bachelor's 
degree. You might enroll in a bachelor's degree program in journalism and choose a sports 
journalism concentration or simply take sports journalism courses. Through bachelor's and master's 
degree programs, you can develop writing, interviewing and reporting skills in multiple media 
format, and actively engage in field internships to build professional contacts and gain insight into 
the profession.  

After the 2008 debut of the Indian Premier League (IPL) cricket, sports media in India has 
significantly caught up. Numerous more sporting tournaments were started after the IPL's popularity 
and are currently hosted on a seasonal basis. The Indian Hockey League, the Pro Kabaddi League, 
the Indian Super League (for soccer), the Indian Wrestling League, the Indian Badminton League, 
the Golf Premier League, the Indian Volley League, and the Indian Racing League are a few 
examples of new sports competitions in India. 

 
Broadcast: 

For radio and television broadcasts, broadcast sports journalists give in-the-moment news and 
analysis of a sporting event. Sports telecasts are directed, edited, and produced by production teams. 
Sideline reporters interview athletes before, during, and after a game. Similar to its print equivalent. 
ESPN and other specialized sports networks on television provide news, entertainment, and coverage 
of sporting events.  

 
Photojournalism: 

Sports photojournalists shoot athletic events in order to convey the excitement of the game in 
a single image. Newspapers often publish the work of sports photojournalists. The internet, 
periodicals like Sports Illustrated, and television. 

 
Print and Internet: 

In today's newspapers, sports articles have gained enormous popularity. The sports pages of 
today's newspapers likely draw the interest of readers across the board more than any other section.   
    Sports are much more important than just being leisure activity all around the world. As a result, 
readers are asking for more reading material about athletic events.  Print-media sports writers offer 
comprehensive box scores, player data, and team standings in addition to in-depth post-game 
commentary and detailed previews of forthcoming events. Major national newspapers cover local 
and interstate sports and connect to their online material. Large, sophisticated web presences are 
maintained by major sports networks like ESPN. You may blog, produce narrative sports features, or 
write sports columns as a sports journalist or reporter. 
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Future of sports journalism: 
The last ten years have seen a significant change in sports as more teams begin to use 

analytics. This transition has occurred mostly as a result of the numerous articles that have been 
written about the improved advantages of employing analytics to make strategic decisions in games. 
Sports data analysis has grown as more data is gathered on every event in every sport. In order to 
publish pieces describing the study these teams are undertaking, sports magazines are increasingly 
recruiting individuals with substantial backgrounds in statistics and mathematics Sports stars from 
every sport participate in a series called "Sports Science" on ESPN where they test how cutting-edge 
statistics impact on-field performance. Many people have been opposed to the use of analytics in 
sports. Many seasoned coaches are quick to criticize analytics, calling them limited and uninformed 
of the broader picture.  
Types of Courses for Careers in Sports Journalism: 

There are various forms for sport journalism courses in India. The following are the nation's 
most sought-after sports journalism programmers: 
 Bachelor of Science 
 Postgraduate Diploma Programs 
 Master's Degree Courses 
 Certificate programs for Postgraduates 
 M.Phil. and Ph.D. programs are available 
Top 10 Colleges to Study Sports Journalism in India: 
 Indian Institute of Journalism and New Media, Bangalore. 
 Symbiosis Institute of Media and Communication, Pune. 
 Lady Shri Ram College for Women, New Delhi. 
 Christ College, Bangalore. 
 School Of Communication, Manipal. 
 Delhi College of Arts and Commerce, New Delhi. 
 Indraprastha College for Women, New Delhi. 
 Kishinchand Chellaram College 
 Kamala Nehru College, New Delhi 
 Madras Christian College 
 
CONCLUSION: 

Reporting on sporting events and subjects is known as "sports journalism." Sports coverage 
has become more significant as sport has become an increasingly important source of income, power, 
and influence, despite the sports section in some newspapers being mockingly referred to as the "toy 
department" since sports journalists don't care about the "serious" themes covered by the news desk. 
Sports, athletes, or other sports-related topics are covered in sport writing, which is a type of 
journalism or creative nonfiction. A sportswriter is a journalist who covers sports. Sports journalists 
cover athletic events for the general audience whether working for a magazine or newspaper, 
television, radio, or internet. As a result, a sports journalist has to have strong writing, interviewing, 
and presentation skills as well as organizational and research skills, a great eye for detail, curiosity, 
and the capacity to work under pressure. 
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